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IN REPLY REFER TO:

733REceivED
Honorable J. Bennett Johnston
United States Senate
Washington; D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Johnston:

MAR 241993'
J:EDEIW. COIMUNlCATlCMS tntMISSION

(fFICE OF THE SECRETARY

This is in reply to your letter of February 22, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your constituents regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules gov~rning the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (R/C) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals -for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on R/C operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and R/C hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account when we develop final rules in thi~

proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services_ will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect final

Enclosures
cc: .

Chief, PRBureau
Chief, LM&MDivison
Docket Files, Room 222
P&P Branch File (Pink)

DFertig/RShiben:/gb/lm:PR

Sincerely,

J:~~J~h~':"
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau

CNTL NO - 9300858
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J. BENNETI JQHNSTON : .
. . . LOUISIANA .. '

. . ~. ..• 4..

tinittd ~tattJ ~matt
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1802

February 22, 1993

.~

Mrs. Linda Townsend Solheim, Director
Federal Communications Commission
Legislative Affairs
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 857
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mrs. Solheim:

Because of my desire to be responsive to all inquiries, I
respectfully request your consideration of the enclosed material.

I will appreciate your findings and views, in duplicate
form, along with the return of the enclosures by March 22, 1993.

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely,

JBJ/gbb
Enclosure
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Senator J. Bennett Johnson
U. S. Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Mr. Johnson
I ilr:l. one cf th~ ...~...:~ ~:~~'.'.=?nnc:: ~f ~'7i.d radio contr0-J model

enthusiasts· in thi.:i country. We spend thousands of dollars
keeping our equipment updated and safe to use in flying model
aircraft, controlling model boats and running model cars. The
invisible string that control our models is the radio wave from
our transmitters. In 1991, we were required by the FCC to change
from wide band frequencies to narrow band which made literally
millions of dollars worth of radio equipment obsolete and
unusable. The RIc hobby enthusiasts were assured at that time
that these frequencies were dedicated to our hobby and would
not be changed. Less that two years later, A SPECIAL INTEREST
GROUP has changed the mind of the FCC and threatens to totally
and completely destroy the use of the millions of dollars we
have spent on new equipment. The FCC now proposes, under RPRM
PR DQCKET,92-235 to place five new frequencies between each
o( the existing RIc frequencies. This will again make all of
0,11~ ~pwly purchas~d equio~ent unusable and create a.dangerous
situation that none of us want. Our equipment controls movable
objects whereas the new frequencies would send voice. The new
frequencies would have four times the power of our equipment
and cause tremendous interference creating the potential for
damage to property and people.

This is a hobby that is enjoyed by people of all ages and
one in which many fathers and children find a bond. Just for
once, let1s make the FCC stand by its promise of 1991 that the
assigned channels will remain dedicated to RIc activities without
interference. For a change, let the Special Interest find other
frequency areas for their cellular telephones and let the plain
old hard working VOTING citizen of the United states continue
to enjoy a good recreational sport with his family and friends.

PLEASE VOTE AGAINST NPRM PR DOCKET 92-235 sponsored by the
FCC and the Cellular"Telephone Companies.

Thank you for lis_tening to the plight of an avid Radio
Lontrol modeler.

l /J, iZ~-/!.~
, Wmze;;t.lL b~

Address__.....;..l~-=-~..;:.;.c....;...;=::::.,;.::.....-~:....;...:..=. _
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Senator J. Bennett Johnson
U. S. Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Mr. Johnson
I am onp of the.manv thousands of avid rarlio conrrol model

enthu&~asts in this country. ~e spend thousands of dollars
keeping our equipment updated and safe to use in flying model
aircraft, controlling model boats and running model cars. The
invisible string that control.our models is the radio wave from
our transmitters. In 1991, we were required by the FCC to change
from wide band frequencies to narrow band which made literally
millions of dollars worth of-radio equipment obsolete and
unusable. The RIc hobby enthusiasts were assured at that time
that these frequencies were dedicated to our hobby and would
not be changed. Less that two years later, A SPECIAL INTEREST
GROUP has changed the mind of the FCC and threatens to totally
and completely destroy the use of the millions of dollars we
have spent on new equipment. The FCC now proposes, under MPRM
PR DOCKE'.r.,.?2:"2j'S-to place f1 ve new frequencies between each
of the existing--R/c frequencies. This will again make all of
our newly pi,·rchased equipment unusable and creC'te a .dangerous
situation that none of us want. Our equipment controls movable
objects whereas the new frequencies would send voice. The new
frequencies would have four times the power of our equipment
and cause tremendous interference creating the potential for
damage to property and people.

This is a hobby that is enjoyed by people of all ages and
one in which many fathers and children find a bond. Just for
once, let's make the FCC stand by its promise of 1991 that the
assigned channels will remain dedicated to Ric activities without
interference. For a change, let the Special 'Interest find other
frequency areas for their cellular telephones and let the plain
old hard working VOTING citizen of the United States continue
to enjoy a good recreational sport with his family and friends.

PLEASE VOTE AGAINST RPRM PR IX>CXET 92-235 sponsored by the
FCC and the cellular-Telephone Companies.

Thank you for listening to -the plight of an avid Radio
Contro.l modeJ-er.

L./I/J~
Addres s__""c.;.;...7,-.;..::B;...r:;",---:::b.:;::.;.;V+_-;;,,:·',:.:::Q:l..:~p:::.,:;I./!;.;".y::....- _

?k,t?,/t?qe-vl !~.. 7//0(;



Senator J. Bennett Johnson
u. S. Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Mr. Johnson
I .::..~ C~~ of t.!"9 !T!?'1:r th""",~,".~n~ nof :,,'T!d rad:lo contr.ol .model

enthusiasts in this country. We spend thousands of dollars
keeping our equipment updated and safe to use in flying model

·aircraft, controlling mOdel boats and running model cars. The
invisible string that control ~ur models is the radio wave from
our transmitters. In 1991, we w~re required by the FCC to change
from wide band frequencies to narrow band which made literally
millions of dollars worth of radio equipment obsolete and
unusable. The Ric hobby enthusiasts were assured at that time
that these frequencies were dedicated to our hobby and would
not be changed. Less that two years later, A SPECIAL INTEREST
GROUP has changed the mind of the FCC and threatens to totally
and completely destroy the use of the millions of dollars we
have spent on new equipment. The FC~ now proposes, under RPRM
PR DOCKET ~2-235 to place five new frequencies between each

'of the existing Ric frequencies. This will aqain make all of
('\1.1":, ",::>~rl ~r :-"17~h"'~l='rl ~4'!u.iD!!',::>!!t "nn!::~}:\),::> ~_~;I. :",rS'at9 a .dangerous
situation that none of us want. Our equipment controls movable
objects whereas the new frequencies would send voice. The new
frequencies would have four times the.power of our equipment
and cause tremendous interference creating the potential for
damage to property and people.

This is a hobby that is enjoyed by people of all ages and
one in which many fathers and children find a bond. Just for
once, let's make the FCC stand by its promise of 1991 that the
assigned channels will remain dedicated to Ric activities without
interference. For a change·, let the Special Interest find other
frequency areas for their cellular telephones and let the plain
old hard working VOTING citizen of the United States continue
to enjoy a good recreational sport with his family and friends.

PLEASE VOTE AGAINST RPM PR IlOCKET 92-235 sponsored by the
FCC and the Cellular'Telephone Com~nies._

Thank you for listening to the plight of ~n_avi~ Radio
control modeler. ,~ "..' -

Address
------f-'--...,w,;;...t...,.;.....;,..-;.;....;~:....- _

"" ".. . .. ....
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Senator J. Bennett Johnson
u. S. Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Mr. Johnson
! a~ cn~ of ~hp. m~nv ~housands of avid radio control model

enthusiasts in this country. We spend thousands of do~iQrs
keeping our equipment updated and safe to use in flying model
aircraft, controlling model boats and running model cars. The
invisible string that control our models is the radio wave from
our transmitters. In 1991, we were required by the FCC to change
from wide band frequencies to narrow band which made literally
millions of dollars worth of radio equipment obsolete and
unusable. The RIc hobby enthusiasts were assured at that time
that these frequencies were dedicated to our hobby and would
not be changed. Less that two years later, A SPECIAL INTEREST
GROUP has changed the mind of the FCC and threatens to totally
and completely destroy the use of the millions of dollars we
have spent on new equipment. The FCC now proposes, under HPRM
PR DOCKET j2-235 to place five new frequencies between each
of the exis~ing RIc frequencies. This will again make all of
01''- newly pnrchas~rI equioment l1nusable and create a ,dangerous
situation that none of us want. Our equipment controls movable
objects whereas the new frequencies would send voice. The new
frequencies would have four times the power of our equipment
and cause tremendous interference creating the potential for
damage to property and people.

This is a hobby that is enjoyed by people of all ages and
one in which many fathers and children find a bond. Just for
once, let's make the FCC stand by its promise of 1991 that the
assigned channels will remain dedicated to Ric activities without
interference. For a change, let the Special Interest find other
frequency areas for their cellular telephones and let the plain
old hard working VOTING citizen of the United.States contiDue
to enjoy a good recreational sport with his family and friends.

PLEASE VOTE AGAJ:NST RPRM PR DOCKET 92-:235 sponsored by the
FCC and the cellular'Telephone Companies.

Thank you ~or listening to the plight of an avid Radio
control modeler. .

Address
--...J.l!I--c.,..~-,~:",:::;,;,=---_-+,-:"":,,,: _

~ J I
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Senator J. Bennett Johnson
U. S. Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Mr. Johnson
I am one of the many thousands of avid radio control model

enthus~asts in this count£y. We spend thousands of dollars
keeping our equipment updated and safe to use in flying model
aircraft, controlling model boats and running model cars. The
invisible string that control our models is the radio wave from
our transmitters. In 1991, we were required by the FCC to change
from wide band frequencies to narrow band which made literally
millions of dollars worth of radio equipment obsolete and .
unusable. The RIc hobby enthusiasts were assured at that time
that these frequencies were dedicated to our hobby and would
not be changed. Less that two years later, A SPECIAL INTEREST
GROUP has changed the mind of the FCC and threatens to totally
and completely destroy the use of the millions of dollars we
have spent on new equipment. The FCC now proposes, under RPRM
PR DOCKET 92-235 to place five new frequencies between each
of the existing RIc frequencies. This will again make all of
cur ne,,:l~· pu:-·::h=:.s:cf c..'~ .. -: ::~.:cn~ :..:.~usa:bla and :;:eats c:. .. dc:.uge=.c-;...;.;.;
situation that none of us want. Our equipment controls movable
objects whereas the new frequencies would send voice. The new
frequencies would have f6Ur times the power of our equipment
and cause tremendous interference creating the potential for
damage to property and people.

This is a hobby that is enjoyed by people of all ages and
one in which many fathers and children find a bond. Just for
once, let's make the FCC stand by its promise of 1991 that the
assigned channels will remain dedicated to RIc activities without
interference. For a change, let the Special Interest find other
frequency areas for their cellular telephones and let the plain
old hard wor~ng VOTING citizen of ~~e United States continue
to enjoy a good recreational sport with his family and friends.

PLEASE VOTE AGAINST NPRM PR DOCKET 92-235 sponsored by the
FCC. and the cellular·Telephone eo.panies.

Thank Y0~ f,;rli~+--2~i7'·1 ~C' t!"-c· rlig:lt cf c::.n avic Radio
Control mOd~l;f~

6$ ;Q~<---

T '

Addres s ~:,/ci J2-oe~
/'

f/An:H:~J h. 7/1 Pee
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ft. Bonorabl. J. B.DD.~~ John.ton
u.s. S.nat.
136 Ba~ S.na~. Offic. Bldg.
Wa.hin~on, D.C. 20510-1803

Dear Senator John.tonl

I d.ri.. aan7 hour. of enjoraen~ fro. con.tructing and opera~ing radio con~rolled aod.l
airplan•• , and I .. ac~i.. in a local club who.e .ellb.r. al.o enjoy con.~ructing and
opera~ing radio con~rol1.d aodel airplane••

I ....ry concerned abou~ propo••d rule. ·tha~ are currently und.r con.id.r.~ion by the
Peder.l Co_unication. eoaai••ion (PCC) • fte proceeding i. PR Dock.~ 92-235. If_..

• dopted, the n.w rul.. will gre.tly reduce the usability of fr.qu.nci.. curr.n~ly

•••igned for aodel u.. and incr.... ~h. risk of accident. and .~tendan~ liability for
con~rolling aodel .irplan•••

OUr radio control frequenci.s .r. in the 72-76 MBz band. Thi. band i. priaarily used for
pri••~. land aobil. di.p.tch op.ra~ions. Bowe••r, our radio control frequ.nci.s in ~his

band .re far enough .pa~ fro. ~he land aobile fr.quencie. that we h••e been able to
share ~heband wi~hou~ .i~her u•• in~erfering with the other.

How ~he pce wan~. ~o crea~e .or. land .obile frequencies by .plit~ing ~he. in~o n.rro~er

b.nd width••nd rearr.nging ~h. band plan. A•• re.ul~, aany land aobil. frequencies
vill ao.e clos.r to ~h. r.dio con~rol frequencies .nd cau.e interference ~o r.dio control
opera~ion.. I a. told ~h.~ of ~he 50 frequencies tha~ are pre.ently •••ilable for radio
control of aodel airplane., only 19 frequencies will be l.ft if ~he.e new rul•••r.
adop~ed.

When ve fly our aodel airplane. under radio control, w. go to great leng~hs ~o as.ur. the
.afe~y of the op.rator. and by.tand.rs, and the prot.ction of prop.~y. Many of our
.afe~y pr.cau~ion. invol.e ~h. car.ful coordination and use of the radio control
frequencies. If ~he number of usable frequencies is di.inished as proposed by the FCC,
the remaining frequencies will becoae congested and the aargin of safety will be greatly
decreased.

Plea.e understand that aany aodel airplane. have wing .pans up to 10 feet and weigh a.
auch a. 30 or 40 pounds. The aodels theaselves ar••xpensive to build; bu~ .ore to the
point, they are capabl. of causing prope~y daaag.. , lIerious injury, or evtlou death .:..~

radio interference cause. ~he operator to lo.e control to the craft. We often fly our
aodels at organized events and contest. where hundreds of operators pa~icipate. We need
~he use of our full complement of- radio frequencies. in order to assure a safe flying
environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land
aobile radio users at the expense of radio control aodelers. The FCC aay not think we
are impo~ant a. bu.iness users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our
aodel. and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides aany hours of enjoyment to
thousands of people like ayself and contributes to the advancement and development of
comaercial a.iation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyaent of ay pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry
out its proposals for the 72-76 MHZ band.
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Oear Senator Johnston:
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:r ·'.:lm Yf:-T'/ '.::DnCE'l-Pt?d E:i.oout iJr-'OpOSf?c1 nJle'::-; that 2\l-e cw-r'ent:ty unclel
cons].. dE:~r- ·i'.t. .Ion bV 1:1'18 FE~(jel-.:;I.:I._ Communications Commission (FCC) • Thf:-!
proceeding lC ~R Docket 92-2j~~ If adopted. the new rules will
("jl'·0:'=..r..: I y l-educe the U3,~1.b 1. h-t.-v--ot-'" 1"r'equenc ies c~tn-ent1y assigned for'
model U52 2nd lncrease the rlsk of accidents and attendant liability
fe,r" c(Jntr-!:!.l.lirj(d inoelt-"?1 .:J.j_r·pla.r~es:l

'JUT '··".d}u con':xoJ. fl-,~qu.e.ncj.E~s:. .:'ITf:' in the 72-76 MHz band. Th.i.s band .i-:;
prlnlarily u~ea for private land mobile dispatch operations. However.
D'.iT ,-3din c::Dfl·<·.. ;-ol fr-'2c~uenci.es in t1"11.S l1and al-e fal- enOl.H]h ,:l.pal-t fl-Oill
the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band
witl"lout int(~l-fering wltl"1 tt,e other~

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting
chern lnto flarrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a
result, ~anv land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio
c8ntrol frequencies and cause interference to radio control
operations. _ have been told that of the 50 frequencies that are
presen 1.:1y 3v~~lable for radio control of model airplanes, only 19
frequenc12s will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control~ we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders, and the
protection or ~roperty. Many of our safety precautions involve the
c-::'.·;-i::;ful Cf.:i o:-c1 indtion .~.nlj U:5e of ti'le l-ad.io cont.l-ol fl-equ~=ncips. If
the num~er of uS0cle frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC,
I:.n f.;:> "'C:'(;l::, _i. n L n fJ i')' :2C1U.O::?f1C i e'::; (.oJ.i. I 1 /:)eCC)iTIE':' c:ong ested and th'2 ma.r"(;! ,i.. n 0 of

~le2~? ~ndersta~d that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10
~eet ~nd welqht 3S ~uch 2S 30 to 40 pounds. The models themselves are
exoensiV0 to build= but more to the point, they are capable of causing
JrQper~y Jamaqe, serious injury. or even death if radio interference
causes the operator to lose co~trol of the craft. We often fly our
'i\'J,j!",'.1 5 .·~t... 'J·j··::J2.,··::.7e(..1 :-?V,,·'nt."= :'l.nd i:on'... est~3 wher'e hundl-e(j~:: o'f opel-:3to""",;
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f 1- '·.:·L) U "':~ n!_ .L 0::"::: .~. n ;-J:- jPI" ':. U ,", S',;u i- 0.! .:3.:3cr.f ".' f 1\i in (] en v.i. ,- Onmf?n t. ,

! do not thlll~ ~ lS wise ot the FCC to seek to improve the operating
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Senator J. Bennett Johnson
U. S. Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Mr. Johnson
! am one of the many thou;:jand::;-' of-- avid radio control model

enthusiasts in this country. We spend thousands of dollars
keeping our equipment updated and safe to use in flying model
aircraft, controlling model boats and running model cars. The
invisible string that control our models is the radio wave from
our transmitters. In 1991, we were required by the FCC to change
from wide band frequencies to narrow band which made literally
millions of dollars worth of radio equipment obsolete and
unusable. The Ric hobby enthusiasts were assured at that time
that these frequencies were dedicated to our hobby and would
not be changed. Less that two years later, A SPECIAL INTEREST
GROUP has changed the mind of the FCC and threatens to totally
and completely destroy the use of the millions of dollars we
have spent on new equipment. The FCC now proposes, under RPM
PR DOCKE"l' 92-235/to place five new frequencies between each
of the eXi~ Ric frequencies. This will again make all of
our newly purchased eqnjpment unusable and ~r~ate a dangerous
situation that none of us want. Our equipment controls movable
objects whereas the new frequencies would send voice. The new
frequencies would have four times the power of our equipment
and cause tremendous interference creating the potential for
damage to property and people.

This .is a hobby that is enjoyed by people of all ages and
one in which many fathers and children find a bond. Just for
once, let's make the FCC stand by its promise of 1991 that the
assigned channels will remain dedicated to Ric activities without
interference. For a change, let the Special Interest find other
frequency areas for their cellular telephones and let the plain
old hard working VOTING citizen of the United States continue
to enjoy a good recreational sport with his family and friends.

PLEASE VOTE AGAINST HPRM PR DOCKET 92-235 sponsored by the
FCC and the Cellular Telephone Companies.

Thank you for listening to the plight of an avid Radio
c;;;~mzer.
,/J;~;

Address/t26 6£~ g€llrLJt.~t',IfI)..-iI

As, dJh/J~, 1ft 7/p~ Z--
/

PEA//, ~. /)..... . •
r ~.v'OUJ A N;I),# ,¥ii'Ek /)tJ£~-dr/,J-U- ~ddT idp,),d-/-~tlr oJ/rtf ~y

WIJ., Ti'-Y6 t/~tt ,PtJIfHl #1It.:£ ,., /Id# 71#6 i'~I1t1IVb /,-.~ .z;:r~vJ£ /:.> t/~,z..I/
/4//4fI/yld,v/' ;; 7//6 /?&.s ~~ /l#e/A'cl? . ~ //4~/&. .iE£~ d .:vr/~Jt2173£ "iJ';=-'f
10",,4- f/iJ ..1.- -??#'j/..v ~d--!- ~./P !!4t/d- 4J5t/c/l- ~'~.G"~ //"f/ h9~/p.4-' . /I.'/c
r/",~ 1.///£./ ;.//? r;/:: 4~4J .J-!// //r,r ,~,//. 7~~ / .,' A,,'



...

February 2, /993.

1993 fED \1 j1J\ 9: h5
The rionorable J. dennett J~hnston

l litej States Senate
Vashington, J.C. 20510

SUDject: Pr~posed Rule PR Docket 92-2J5
~--~_/

Dear :5 ir:

I !;tove rer.ent I y ret ired, and my ch ief
H~b~y is flying radio-controlled model airplanes.
I req~/arly spend ~any hours enjoying this hobby
at Q field which my club has recently purchased.

At present lawn six radios and five
airplanes, which represent an investment of about
$5000.00.. If the SUbject rule is passed, about
half of the radios would become unusable, since
the frequencies would likely cause interference,
being t~o close to the frequencies I am using.

The aircraft I fly range from 7 to 15
pounds, and fly at about 60 mph. This aircrart,
if control is lost by radio interference, could
cause serious bodily harm or even death, if it
struck someone at this speed.

I am therefore urging you to exert
:':J:..Lr ut-:Jst efforts to defeat this proposal,
l:',iic.:, :':,uld be very detrimental to me and many,
~~~v ~thers who enjoy this wholesome and pleasur
able hobey.

5 incerel y,

n. D. ~illig, Jr.
8709 Hermitage Place
If i ver it i-:! .;' s , L,~ 7·J I 2 j
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